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Upanisadic idea of the Supreme Being and the Bhagavata
view of the school of Bhakti. In the same way, the Aryan
culture that reached the South was variously affected and
refashioned by the culture of the different Dravidian groups
who had certain traditions of their own. Some of the
contributions of South India to Indian culture have been
ably set forth by Mr. Krisnaswami Ayyangar in his book
on the subject. But they mostly refer to Tamilian South
India and are based on a study of Tamil literature and
history. The contribution of Karnataka to Indian culture
still remains one of the " fresh woods and pastures new "
for students of the subject*
In regard to ancient Karnataka, the absence of any
kind of evidence in Kannada of very early times, epigraphic
or literary, has been a serious handicap to a detailed
discussion of the subject. Nevertheless, the following
remarks are made on the strength of available sources in
Sanskrit and in later Kannada and in the hope that they
may be confirmed or modified by further research. To
start with, it should be noted that we are fully conscious
of the fact that the following is more or less an imaginative
reconstruction on the basis of meagre data. The central
tableland of the Deccan was for the most part a dense
forest region at the time when Aryans penetrated into
the South. Their very first colonies had, therefore, to
be along river banks or situated in the valleys or on
the heaths, where some open space was available and
the sky was visible. They lived on the natural forest
produce, the roots and fruits supplied by nature. This is
what we gather from the reading of the Ramayana, which
refers to the Dandaka forest and the sparse Aryan settle*